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“Why Missourian” commemorates the centen- 
nial of the coming of the Saxons. It was 
delivered on July 19, 1938, during Synod at 
St. Louis, at St. Stephen’s in the morning and at 
Pilgrim in the evening, at Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, and at Mt. Olive, Milwaukee. It is 
published by request of the congregation. 


The American Lutheran Church is not dis- 
cussed, for it is working with Missouri for union. 

It was revised and radioed from Mt. Olive 
on Centennial Sunday, April 27, 1947 at St 
Lo>, is o j 8 , * Ota,. limc ; k 

published by request. 


“Mwiuuiruut” 

Text. — Sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord : 
ready always to give answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet 
with meekness and fear: having a good conscience; 
that, wherein ye are spoken against, they may be put 
to shame who revile your good manner of life in 
Christ. — 1 Pe. 3, 15. 16. 

One hundred years ago a few Lutherans 
from a number of states came to Chicago and 
worshipped in Pastor Sellers small, plain, frame 
St. Paul’s Church on the southwest corner of 
Ohio and La Salle in the woods on April 25, 
1847. On Monday they formed the Missouri 
Synod. The Constitution was signed by twelve 
pastors and their delegates as voting members 
and by ten pastors as advisory — not having 
delegates. 

Synod thought it had no right to call a mis- 
sionary, and so sent out Candidate Carl Fricke 
(which he changed to Frincke) as a “visitor/’ 
to visit the scattered Lutherans in Wisconsin. 
So he told your speaker in Baltimore in 1888. 

^ ^ ^ 

Why did they not join the Buffalo Synod? 

Because it was popish. Where is the proof? 
“A minister has the right to demand obedience 
on the part of his parishioners in all things not 
contrary to the Word of God.” — Grabau’s 
Pastoral Letter, December 1, 1840; First Synod- 
ical Report, 1846. The best pope at his very best 
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could hardly out-popc the pope like this neat 
sentence — much in little.” The Missourians 
had enough of priestcraft in Germany and there- 
fore came to a free country to build a free church 
with a government of the people, by the people 
and for the people. Walther wrote, “The Church 
and the Ministry,” called by Heinrich Maurer, 
“the most important German contribution to 
American Christianity.” And Ralph Dornfeld 
Owen writes, “Neither the Pilgrims nor their 
descendants have ever championed the principle 
of Congregationalism in church government more 
aggressively than have the Missouri Lutherans.” 
The Missourians tried to have peace and union 
with Buffalo, but in the synodical report of 1848 
we read: “Walther, Loeber, and their accomplices 
. . . are wilful and proud sinners, who . . . have 
increased in sin and become strong in crime.” 
In_ the end Grabau excommunicated the whole 
Missouri Synod ! Who, then, was the trouble 
maker, Missouri or Buffalo? Later many left 
Buffalo and joined Missouri. 


* * * 

Why did they not join the Iowa Synod? 

Because it was Romanizing. Where is the 
proof? Loehe rejected the popish position of 
Buffalo, and also Missouri’s Biblical teaching on 
the Church and the Ministry as “democratizing 
arid americanizing,” and he feared Walther would 
make out Luther a Democrat! So he would com- 
promise and steer a middle course. In 1851 
Synod sent Walther and Wynekcn to Loehe in 
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Europe to do everything possible to have peace 
and union. Alas ! It was love’s labor lost. Some 
sided with Loehe and went to Iowa and four men 
founded the Iowa Synod at St. Sebald on August 
24, 1854. It insists on treating as “open ques- 
tions or problems” matters which the Bible has 
closed, decided, settled. It agrees to disagree, 
and calls Missouri “intolerant,” and in election 
even “heretical,” — Ebenezer, pp. 160-173. Who 
then makes trouble, Missouri or Iowa? Some 
left Iowa and joined Missouri. 

* * * 

Why did they not join the Michigan Synod? 

Because it was “unsound in doctrine” and 
unionistic. Who is the slanderer? The synod 
received a minister who refused to subscribe to 
the Lutheran confessions without reservations. 
Craemer and Lochncr protested against 
things, but in vain. They and two others felt 
forced to leave “with sincere grief — in 1640 . 
— Ebenezer, pp. 116, 162. 


* * * 

Why did they not join the Ohio Synod, 

formed in 1818? . . „ 

Because it was “a unionistic corporation. 
Who calls hard names? Dr. Loy himself an 
Ohioan, in the story of Ins life. In the first 
svnodical sermon he heard in 1844, a leading 
member, a Mason, sang tire praises of lodgism 
Sillier, Ernst, Sclle, and others tried to mend 
matters, but they were told very haughtily. You 
are trying to force principles up on us impoited 
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fioni the old country’; wc have no use for them 
here. ’ So they were forced to withdraw, with a 
heavy heart, in 1845, and The Lutheran Stand- 
ard rejoiced in the good riddance. - Prof. Leh- 
mann admitted the justice of these demands. G 
J. Fritschel in his “History”; “Since the Synod 
refused to take the same Lutheran position, these 
men, who were determined to uphold the Lu- 
theran Confessions, could do nothing less than 
withdraw and prepare to form a new synod ” 
Who then, was the trouble maker, Missouri or 
Ohio. In 1872 Ohio joined with Missouri in 
the Synodical Conference. 


for“iC“ 57 ”* ioi " sj«d. 

Because it was “a kind of mongrel Meth- 
odistic Presbyterianism.” Who hurled that 
buck? Wm. Reynolds, who was a member. Dr 
Samuel Sprecher spoke of some teachings as 
semi-papal imbecilities.” Little Tennessee left 
the North Carolina Synod for its “laxity in doc- 
trine and practice,” and refused to join the Gen- 
eral Synod because “the constitution of the new 
body made no mention of either the Bible or the 
Augsburg Confession.” Dr. S. S. Schmucker’s 
Definite Platform” scoffed at the Lutheran 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. In 1854, 
Wynekeii opposed this “American Lutheranism,” 
but these people, “listened good naturedly to this 
funny motion and tabled it.” Nearly sixty years 


ago the ninety-year-old Dr. John G. Morris, “the 
Sage of Lutherville,” near Baltimore, told your 
speaker of this, and laughed at the excitement 
caused by the Lutheran Wyneken. In 1858, lie 
and his church joined Missouri. Schmucker was 
so utterly un-Lutheran that even in liberal Ger- 
many he was not asked to preach. “I know, for 
I was there,” said Dr. Morris. These people 
denounced Missouri as “Jesuits in disguise. 
Who then troubled Israel, Missouri or the Gen- 
eral Synod? The General Synod was a union 
without unity and naturally it split. In 1866 the 
conservative Pennsylvania Ministerium left and 
formed the General Council. 

* * * 

Why did they not join the General Council? 

Because it would not walk upright according 
to the “Four Points” — altar fellowship, pulpit- 
fellowship, the Christless lodge _ fellowship, 
Chiliasm, or the Millennium. These “Four 
Points,” like President Woodrow Wilson’s fa- 
mous ’“Fourteen Points” at Versailles, were 
shoved under the table. Ohio and Iowa would 
not join the Council ; Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Augustana, and Illinois left the Council ; Illinois 
joined Missouri. Ohio, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
the Norwegians, and the Slovaks joined Missouri 
in the Synodical Conference in 1872. Who, then, 
is the trouble maker, Missouri or the General 
Council ? 

* * * 
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n,„ W ly r dld tbey not j° in the United Lutheran 
e.-l r’ f ° r ! 11W , iy thc General Synod, the Gen- 
1917 p )UnC1 ’ and lhe General Synod South in 


tion^n! 1 Vrn C'C denies the verbal inspira- 
Fveiwm ll " f Bl , J e ’ demes lhe t,e ’ty of Christ, etc. 
n th, ° eu ; , WWn . 1>0cts > L - s ' Keyset-, said 
Ari S n pubbcat J°»' ! bis “lower than 
a i.‘ . y ^ r * h)elk is a minister in good 

S?'Y 1 le n Unbed Luthera >i Church. Your 
w-utkee •“ u d Dr ’ Keyser , after a ltc ture in Mil- 

HevlUDelk °tt Can ,. y °l l be a brother of Edwin 
T . y iG-, ' , IIe walked away without one word. 
IheMdwaukee United Lutheran Church pastors 
asked your speaker to “Tell us what you have 
Tu\ US i S ° me said ’ “Yes, that isC we 


to have more distipli„“> Who 'to ™ 


Why did they not join the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church of America? 


Because it is unionistic: “The Opgioer is a 
compromise.’’ Who said so? The Rev. S. Gun- 
( ™,’ ?, nc of the authors. It tolerates “in view 

u ri •’ i tbe , fal , SC tcachin 8' of election, Chiliasm, 
the Chnstless lodge, false teaching on the inspira- 
tion of the Bible. Wbo, then, is the trouble 
maker, Missouri or the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church of America ? 

* * * 




Why did they not join the Swedish Augustana 
Synod ? 

Because it tolerates Chiliasm, evolution, Sab- 
batarianism, the Christless lodge, the. false elec- 
tion “in view of faith ,' ” false teaching on the 
inspiration of the Bible. Professor Veigilius 
Perm in his “What is Lutheranism?” admits the 
Lutheran Confessions and the old dogmaticians 
assume the verbal inspiration, but he and otheis 
make denial. Who, then, is the troublcr of 
Israel,” Missouri or Augustana? 


We Missourians are called trouble makers 
as others before us. 

“The troublcr of Israel!” was hurled at 
Elijah by the wicked King Ahab “I have not 
troubled Israel ; but thou and thy father s house, 
in that ye have forsaken the commandments of 
Jehovah,” the prophet truthfully retorted. 1 Kings 


18 , 18 . 

Our blessed Savior Himself was called a 
trouble maker: “This fellow is perverting the 
people. He stirreth up the people. Luke IS, 
2. 5. “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the 
evil; but if well, why smitest thou me?” John 
18, 23. 

Peter and the other apostles were counted 
trouble makers: “Ye have filled Jerusalem with 
vour doctrine, and intend to bring this mans 
blood upon us.” And they were scourged and 
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flung -into prison. Peter replied, ‘‘We must 
obey God rather than men.” Acts 5, 29. 

Paul was counted a trouble maker, turning 
the world up-side-down, and he had to say, 
“Hear ye the defense which I now make unto 
you ” And he asked, “Why do I suffer persecu- 
tion?” Acts 17, 6; 22, 1; Gal. 5, 11. Persecu- 
tion, not from the heathen and the Jews, but 
persecution from false brethren. 

Luther was counted a trouble maker. Young 
Kaiser Karl V would burn him alive for “the in- 
human split” he had made in the whole German 
nation. But who caused the “inhuman split,” 
Luther or Leo? Many Catholics candidly admit 
it was the utterly corrupt papacy. Luther was 
blamed for the other split at Wartburg in 1529. 
But who caused the split, Luther or Zwingli? 
Walther Koehler in a large book of 850 pages 
proves it was not Luther, but Zwingli. 

Into this glorious company of trouble makers 
they placed Walther and the Missourians. His- 
tory proves the troublers were those who would 
not accept the confessional books of the Lutheran 
Church. “Blessed are ye, when man shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my 
sake” Matthew 5, 11. 

* * * 

Walther on September 7, 1844, published 
“Der Lutheraner” to make known the Lutheran 
Church; to prove it the ancient true Church of 
Christ, and not just another sect; to expose false 
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teaching and practice. How did the trumpet 
ring? 1 Cor. 14, 8. “Here is a trumpet that 
rings true!” cried F. A. Craemer in the forest 
of Michigan. “Thank God, there are yet more 
Lutherans in America!” cried Pastor Wyneken 
at Ft. Wayne, when he saw the first number. 
William Sillier, Ph. D., wrote “his heart leaped 
with joy at sight of the new paper*” Pastor 
Ernst wrote Loehe, “No doubt, great things may 
be expected from Pastor Walther.” Editor F. 
Schmidt of .the Pittsburgh “Luther. Kirchcn- 
zeitung” cried out, “We imagine that we are 
Lutherans ; here, these people aie ical Luthoians, 
of whom one may learn what is Lutheranism. 

As early as 1849 Friedrich Weyermueller, 
“the Nightingale of the Alsatian Church 
People” and sound theologian, sang a heartening 
song to the Missourians, which we roughly 
English. 

Greetings to you, dear Brethren, 

Standing with us upon the one ground, 

Marching with us the same way, 

As members of one body. 

Blessings on you, so true and loyal, 

Exalting the majesty of God’s Word 
In that far distant land ; 

And singing Zion’s holy hymns. 

God with you, faith-strong fighters! 

Forward and on! to glorious victory: 

The Star of Jacob be your light and leader! 

We stand beside you in the Holy War : 

Up f Brethren, let the harps be sounding 
For Zion’s laud ! We must at last succeed ! 


11 



Dr. Sihler in May, 1846, visited Walther and 
wrote : “A man who has passed through a severe 
school of affliction, who has, through devout and 
diligent study of the Scriptures, of Luther’s 
writings, and of the writings of the later dog- 
maticians, thoroughly freed himself in every way 
from the shackles of Stephanism, and attained 
the soundly Lutheran position; a man endowed 
with remarkable acuteness of intellect and with 
practical * common sense ; a born leader in con- 
gregational affairs; altogether sincere, straight- 
forward, honest; a man willing to spend himself 
utterly for others, when the glory of God and 
the welfare of the Church are at stake; strong 
and steadfast in confession, and also in the appli- 
cation of confession to life; an incisive opponent- 
of those who wilfully adulterate the truth; 
patient and charitable towards those who err 
from ignorance.” He also praised the spiritual 
life m the congregation, especially its spirit of 
sacrifice. 

President I~I. A. Preus of the Norwegian 
Synod wrote in 1859 : “The intolerance and ex- 
clusiveness of these men (of the Missouri 
Synod) is condemned, but truth must be exclu- 
sive over against lies and error ... for what 
fellowship is there between these, between Christ 
and Belial? We must rejoice when we ar£ con- 
demned as hard-hearted, intolerant, and un- 
Christian, because we, like the Missourians, will 
not let anyone take away from us the most pre- 
cious thing God in Plis grace has bestowed upon 
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us here below, His , Word of Truth, and do not 
either desire the fellowship of those who would 
feed, us stones instead of bread. Assuredly, this, 
too, is a blessing for which we cannot be too 
thankful toward God, that He has permitted .us 
to come into such close contact with a body which 
respects God’s Word above all else, and which 
would gladly surrender all else in order to keep 
it pure and unadulterated, as God Himself has 
committed it to us.” 

Rev. Ottesen wrote in February, 1863 : “Since 
Walther and the Missourians have been referred 
to, I shall by . . • impotent scorn and ridicule 
by no means allow myself to be cowed from 
openly confessing, with thanks to God and these 
orthodox teachers, that I have 1 eceive 

‘sound’ instruction and counsel from them, not 

regarding some new school of thought but con- 
cerning the old truth, that same truth which I 
had learned from my earliest instructors in th« 

Word of God; and when I bless and honor th , 
and all those dear teachers who since that time 
have helped me to remember and keep the same, 
not as ‘ideas and views’ which tolerate all sorts 
of contrary ‘opinions,’ but as a sure and clear 
truth which considers all else a lie and eiror, 
then I also bless and honor these experienced 
teachers of the Missouri Synod, who m the hands 
of God became instruments to establish me in 
the same here in a foreign land. And it would 
be not only ingratitude on my part toward God 
and them, but also cowardice and unfaithfulness 
toward that truth which God in His grace theicby 
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confirmed in me, if I out of fear of . . . derision 
should conceal this. However, neither I nor any 
of us worship Walther as a god, or submit as 
slaves to his authority. We never mention only 
the name of Walther or what stand he takes in 
a matter . . . but we quote Walther’s reasons 
and proofs from the Word of God wliich then, 
naturally, speak for themselves, and would have 
the same weight though a child had said some- 
thing equally good. . . . Because Walther teaches 
pure doctrine and proves it front Scripture, and 
does not come with any ‘views’ . . . therefore, 
we love him and are glad to receive instruction 
from hint, while we honor and respect his faith- 
fulness and zeal in the service of the truth.” 

President H. A. Prcus said at the Norwegian 
Synod in 1864: “We acknowledge with gratitude 
toward God that one German Lutheran synod, 
the Missouri Synod, has not been satisfied only 
to bear the Lutheran name, but has unhesitat- 
ingly brought forth the testimonies of the Lu- 
theran fathers, without fear held aloft the banner 
of the Lutheran Church, the pure doctrine, zeal- 
ously guarded it within the synod itself, and with 
boldness and courage, as well as with learning, 
defended it against external enemies. . . . Anil 
when we rejoice at the fraternal relations which 
exist between our small and youthful synod and 
this older and larger body, we are certain that 
they, by the gracious help of God, will remain, 
as they have been, of blessed consequence to us 
in our endeavor to know and hold fast the pure 
doctrine and to abide by the Word of God.” 
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Dr. Loy of the Ohio Synod spoke of the 
“stimulating power” he and his fellow-students 
found in Walther’s “Der Lutheraner , of the 
need of such a tonic to stir us up amid the m- 
differentism which was destroying all earnest 
faith and life." Again: “I was glad that we had 
a Walther among us, and was thankful that ■ Cjo 
had given us so powerful an advocate of a cause 
so dear to my heart . . . and the new Lutheran 
life which had come into our synod/ 

Charles Porterfield ICrauth of the General 
Council admitted Walther “was wholeheartedly 
devoted to the pure doctrine of our Church, as 
he had learned to understand it, a noble man 
without guile.” Again: “I have been saddened 
beyond expression by the bitterness 1S I y 
towards the Missourians. . . . They have beei 
our benefactors. . . Their work has been of 
inestimable value." 

Henry Eyster Jacobs of the General Council 
also acknowledged the good influence of Missouri. 

The General Council’s “Pilger,” vol* _5, p. 370 
“It may be out of place to enter -minutely _ t d 
the history of the Missouri Synod, the greatest 
and most important of the Lathe™ synods o 
our country; but there is one fact that I 
like to pass over in silence, and n ‘ 

sueeest it . . . viz., I see before me no more strik 
fng instance of the blessing which God tetajj 
on men’s faithfulness than this very Missouri 
Synod. If it had not with such iron tenacity 
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i _ t 01 s ^ on Session of the pure doctrine; if it 
t.' I °tf er cd such trenchant testimony, and 
f rnm n ^° Ug , lt: a S a ' ns t each and every deviation 
onlv tn, C I)at l recognized to be the 

; n , r in * C wa ^ ’ ^ shown itself more yield- 

each l lf ,' 1 ; 1 ' ,' P 011 ^ ( Praxi s) than in its 
a measnrVl i lt ., had ada Pted itself in ever so small 
able asre it- e J 1CWS of our rather impression- 
whichTt’ T- have ac hieved the results 

has bro U «h? inm W The Missouri Synod 

the Xd?;Lo Vn a ? tlVlty itS ever y thought to 

th« Lord ha s rclaried‘-i a „l! hat ° f !“ rs 

and the nresent mn i * 11 ^ Vlew lts earliest 
the glory of Cod m ^ rs the Missouri Synod 

woS ^'h G te a Cd c r 1 r“ tmth ° f His 

in the confessions of the Lothcrsn'o.^'y^' 011 
be esteemed more highly than the f „ Utrc h> 1S to 
and airy human figments. If the LortlVY^ 
not taken pity upon the Lu^Chu?^ 
Ameiiea by placing the Missouri Synod in its 
midst, wc would today be an insignificant band 
perhaps still bearing the name ‘Lutheran/ but’ 
toi the lest, offering ourselves as an open pastur- 
age for foxes and other game. If I call to mind 
what the grace of God has accomplished through 
the Missourians, I cannot join those who are 
harking at them. It is my conviction that the 
Missourians ascribe their success to the mercy 
of God, and not to their labor, no matter how 
proud they may be of it. May the Lord bless 
the stui dy Saxons, and cause their salt to work 
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with increasing power in the leaven of the 
American Church.” 

Loelie rated the Missourians “the noblest 
children of our Church in North America. 


Walther died on May 7, 1887. President 
Kliefoth of the General Lutheran Conference 
at Hamburg said : “I bow my gray head m 
humility before him.” 

The Iowa “Kirchenblatt” of June 1 paid a 


fine tribute to his great influence. 

Adolph Spaeth of the .General Council in the 
“Realencyklopaedie” writes: “From a P ar 
the Lutheran Church in the new world and the 
old the testimony sounded forth : A great man 
in Israel is fallen.’ 2 Samuel 3 38 . He was 
indeed an epoch making personality, from J h T ° s ® 
working mighty impulses went fptth ° 1 

thcrans of all parts of the »»*)•„”«" 
sketch drawn b, Dr. Sihlcr m 1846 >s still today 
acknowledged as true^in essentially Y 

theological opponents.” 

When your speaker was at Gettysburg to ge 
the “Common Service" for the sttcond « 

ro,Kif.olT:«,|«lLnd cen,^ 

said emphatically “You Missourians are right 
Dr. Gerberding said to your speaker in u 
waukee, “You ought to join the 
we need you.” “Doctor, hand on your heart, 

^ ToiH the General Council element 
man to man . . . tnc ,. vn iw 

draw up the General Synod, or was it pulled 
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down? “Down.” “The same would likely 
happen to Missouri if it joined you as you 
are now.” 


In union there is strength. Outward union 
wit out inward unity is a false union bearing in 
its bosom the seeds of death and decay. Is that 
the voice of prophecy? That is the voice of 
histoiy! From across the waters of the Atlantic 
W? r°'i CC wlthout that of Hermann 

church If f m gen - : ‘ In the ,and of Luther the 
- is d yuig! Why? Poisoned by 
Ruoert l” Union ! Believe the experienced 
comes anothpr° m ■ Switzerland's icy mountains 

ss z st? 1 r &&&*£& 

Gosnd Th lr l ? lien but even opposed to the 
, P ! ' lheir triumph within the various 

WaS a * y ™ pt ° m of w ;akness and not of 

stiength I olerance, so far from removing 

the old separation, had not affected them in the 
least. If all churches are completely obedient to 
Christ, all differences will be solved. No church 
should surrender its doctrinal position, or strive 
for union for the sake of union itself. . . . Unity 
without surrender of doctrinal differences is im- 
possible. The really decisive work cannot be an 
achievement of human power.” — The Church 
and the Churches. Eerdmans, 1936. Bib Sac., 
1937, p. 107. 

Heed the warning !_ At the terrible cost of 
our War for the Union we have learned the 
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Union could not survive half free and half S U^ C * 
the Lutheran Church cannot survive half ortho- 
dox and half unorthodox. In the State we ^ aye 
had the disastrous “Missouri Compromise ; m 
the Church we will have no Missouri Com 
promise!” 

Nearly sixty years ago the ninety-yeai o c 
John G. Morris, “the sage of Lutherville, near 
Baltimore, said to your speaker, wit j , 

of resentment, “I do not respect e „ 

Council : it claims to be strict, bu « ' t 

Then, with a twinkle and a chuck , I 

our General Synod: it does not claim to be : str^ J, 
and it is not.’’ Then, very earnest y, 
the Missouri Synod: it claims t0 st "^ j zer 
it is strict.” “Walther was as great an orgam c 

as John Wesley.” . ... 

Because Missouri was strict L' thf ^ . 0 < ; 

Word of God, the Lord blessed her testimony. 

Big oaks from little acorns grow. afrf f became 

mustard seed planted a hundred yea 1 8 > 

a tree, so that the birds of the air c n 32 ; 
in the branches thereof. ^ a 
Luke 13, 18; Mark 4, 31. 

Abdel Ross Wentz of Gettysburg m ^ 

Lutheran Church in American History 
“Walther was the divine agent to save 
nists from complete despair. . ^ : J ucntial 1)0 dy 
tion and the entire spmt of tl . vout } 1 f u l 

came from the ,nin( \£ K “Ls chief energy 
first president, pp- r tl fj ier an 

is directed to the maintenance o 1 
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doctrine,” pp. 254-257. “The policy of the body 
is more nearly congregational than that of the 
other Lutheran bodies,” p. 255. “One of the 
most vigorous elements in American Christian- 
ity,” p. 261. 

Ralph Dornfeld Owen, Ph. D., Professor of 
Education of Temple University at Philadelphia, 
member of the United Lutheran Church, writes : 
Consulting the United States Census Bureau’s 
religious census for the decade, 1927-1936, we 
find that while every other major Protestant 
denomination suffered a loss in membership of 
from one to fifteen per cent ... the Missouri 
Synod showed a gain of fourteen per cent, just 
twice as great as the increase of the nation’s 
population for the same period. If ability to hold 
adult male members is an index of a church’s 
vigor, then the Missouri Synod is the most 
vigorous church body in the nation, for accord- 
ing to the same census report, it has ninety-three 
adult male members for every hundred female 
members” — Concordia Historical Institute 
Quarterly, April, 1947. 

United Evangelical Action, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
April 15, 1947 : “Evangelicals throughout Amer- 
ica rejoice with the Missouri Synod Lutherans 
in the celebration of their Centennial this year. 
. . . The Bible as the inspired Word of "God, 
and the Lutheran confessions as constituting the 
proper interpretation of the Bible were named as 
the basis of communion. . . . Pastor Walther 
fought vigorously for a polity that would pre- 
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serve the rights of the congregation. The Mis- 
souri Synod has kept itself loyally to the faith 
of its founders, and during a period of increas- 
ing liberalism in America, has grown rapidly. 
Today this orthodox Lutheran group numbers a 
million and a half members. . . . This faithful 
adherence to orthodox Lutheran doctrine, as well 
as the Missouri Synod's noteworthy growth, 
Adolph Spaeth, in the “Schaff-Herzog Religious 
Encyclopaedia,” attributes to three factors, viz . 
the continuance of doctrinal discussions . at 
ecclesiastical assemblies, regular church visita- 
tion, and Christian education in parish schools. 
These schools report an enrollment today of 
80,000. The Missouri Synod Lutherans have 
had a hundred good years, and, with extensive 
programs of education, mission, and laclio woi s 
constitute one of the most vigorous and aggies 
sive orthodox Protestant groups at the present 
time.” 


An eminent professor of theology of the 
state church of Hanover : ^ 

Dr Walther’s lectures on “Law and Gospel 
have enthused me. They bring that theology 
of Luther which seems to me too to be the 
center of preaching, as gathered out the Con- 
fessions and especially out of Lu her h mselh 
They have a criticism of modem Lutheranism 
which I also think needful The new organi- 
zation of the Lutheran Church must beg m 
with doctrine. It must, and heicin y 
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agree with Walthcr, make the doctrine of Law 
and Gospel the Shibboleth . . . 

— Lutheraner, May 22, 1947. 


. A P as tor of the state church of Germany, 
prisoner of war in Africa and then in America, 
where he got to know our Missouri Synod, 
sent hearty congratulations upon our ce'nten- 
r In Africa we had the greatest time of 
Svno l V « eS ' i The r Lutherans of the Missouri 
4 thlw d “ S T? m a ? un 'Lutheran so-called 
imin fn' rh , at 1 conf ess today gladly 
and thankfully to the praise and glory of Gocl. 

1 he Lord hath done great things for us !’ 

_. n°? • keep t !? e Missouri Synod firm in the 
light faith, and the pure doctrine, and set it 
as heretofore, a blessing to Christendom and 
the whole world. 

Please do not cease to strengthen us in the 
unadulterated Gospel ! 

It is a support for us to know your stand 

as ^Lutherans and are willing to strengthen 
us in the faith. ... 


T hough I have not the good fortune to he 
able to serve a congregation of the Missouri 
Synod, I shall with the help of God thank 
you m this wise, that I shall follow the 
Saviors direction in Mark 5, 19, ‘Go home to 
thy friends, and tell them what great things 
the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had 
compassion on thee’.” 


— Lutheraner, May 27, 1947. 
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Another fine tribute closes with the fervent 
prayer, “God grant we German Lutherans learn 
something from the clear position of the Mis- 
souri Synod in arranging our relations with the 
non-Lutheran German churches !” 

- — Lutherancr, July 8, 1947. 


“More than 100,000 farmers and artisans 
deported from Besarabia, Northern Roumania, 
have been studying the Christian doctrines on the 
basis of the Bible and with the help of books oui 
Church has sent them. Now the representatives 
of these 100,000 have declared officially that then 
faith is our faith and that all of them wan' > 
join our Church. 

Thank God for this blessing ! 

— Dr. Walter Maier in Concordia, 
July, 1947, received July 12. 

The Chicago Tribune of April 26 called us 
“the most rapidly growing Protestant denoinu « - 

“The White House, April 22, 1947: To the 
Members of the Evangelical Lutheran Syno o 
Missouri, Ohio, and Other States: I am happy 
to congratulate you on the noteworthy occasion 
of the Centennial of your organization. 1 am 
conscious of the contribution which this out* tancL 
; n , r church body of one and one half million 
people has made to the religious life o our coun- 
try not only through the preaching of the Gospel, 
but also in training children in those pi mcip cs 
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which make for good citizenship. May God con- 
t0 hless your endeavors.’ Signed Harry 
S. lruman.” 

God grant grace to keep us right. We have 
no holier-than-thou spirit. We know full well, 
Without the walls of Ilion they sin — also 
within. But with our “Apology” we honestly 
say, God who is the judge of the hearts of all, 
knows we have no pleasure in this terrible dispen- 
sion. Until now the opponent would make no 
peace. Looking back, we thank God for having 
led our fathers on the right path. Looking for- 
ward, we vow to keep in the right path. Looking 
upward, we pray God to be with us as He has 
been with our fathers. We pray for grace to obey 
His Word, “Stand ye in the ways and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way; and 
walk therein and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.” Jer. 6, 16. 

Fight the good fight of faith. 1 Timothy 6, 
12. Earnestly contend for the faith. Jude 3. 
Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has 
made us free. Galatians 5, 1. Stand fast, striv- 
ing together for the faith of the Gospel. Phil. 
1 , 27. Hold fast that which thou hast, that no 
man take thy crown. Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life. Revela- 
tions 3, 11; 2, 10. 

lhat is why I am a “Missourian.” Amen. 
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